
PTO Meeting Minutes 
JMS Library 

October 28, 2014 
 

Attending: Tina Brady, Phil Cox, Heather Hartman, Carolyn Lindsley, Esther Parish, Kelly 
Sample, Jessica Steed, Carrie Swigert, and Lori Whipple 
 
PTO President Heather Hartman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. She then called for 
approval of August meeting minutes. After a review, approval was moved by Tina; seconded by 
Jessica; approved. 
 
Reports of Officers. Jessica Steed delivered the Treasurer’s Report and the updated PTO 
budget. There were no questions.   
 
Reports of Standing Committees.  
 
Tina Brady provided a Hospitality update. The group will provide holiday sweets for the staff 
on Tuesday, December 9th. She met with Tammy Giles, the 8th Grade Party chair, to hand off the 
8th grade party planning information. Tina also reported that Mr. Dodson prepares a video for the 
party every year. Maybe the PTO could pay for it to be a gift for the parents of the 8th graders? 
Can include photos from Williamsburg trip, possibly contact parents to get additional pics. 
Would cost approximately $2-3 per/160 students. Tammy Giles will make a proposal if this is 
pursued. 
 
Fall Book Fair: Rebecca Fahey submitted a report, which Heather recapped. The book fair was 
a huge success. We always do very well, but this was the best fair yet. We sold over $6,000 in 
merchandise, which is a $900 or 17% increase over last fall. Since we took all the profit in 
Scholastic dollars, we earned 61% profit, or $3,654 Scholastic dollars, which can be redeemed 
for books or other materials sold by Scholastic. (Last year, we received $1,519 in cash.) This will 
purchase many new books for the library. We are still looking for a co-chair to assist Emily 
Haverkamp in handling volunteers. Jessica suggested Rebecca Hughes; others suggested that 
perhaps Amy O’Brien might do the job next year. Emily is checking to see whether we can 
purchase Jr. Scholastic Magazine (August request) with our Scholastic dollars from the Book 
Fair. 
 
Fundraising Update: Carolyn Lindsley and volunteers Jennifer Ogle, Julie Dallas, and Heather 
Hartman are collecting fundraiser money each morning this week. Thus far, $3,971 has been 
collected in the annual JMS PTO Direct Drive fundraiser. (A total of $9,820 was raised last year 
(we’re 40% there!). We will want to add a Skyward message for tomorrow. Julie Dallas has 
volunteered to serve as 2014-15 Fundraising Chair.  
 
Hai Ah Nam has been searching for grant opportunities and working with Kelly to request 
teachers’ needs for more targeted research. Teachers are hesitant to write grants for a tech-
enabled classroom due to the uncertainty regarding the planned 1:1 initiative. They were 
encouraged to think of other needs that might be grant proposals.  



Kelly presented the following ideas from teachers. Each idea was discussed and is listed by the 
recommended action.   

• Request in JMS budget process in December. If not funded, PTO has tabled and will 
reconsider.  

1. Amanda Leamon – Choral bookshelf  
2. Melissa Fox – 12 blue beanbags to create a reading area.  
3. Nelson Glover – Two 5x12 mats for rope climbing. This item is very likely to be 

funded by the school budget. 
4. Rachel Hahn – Three calculators to loan to students who don’t have one. PTO has 

tabled pending more info and will reconsider.  PTO received additional 
information and subsequently funded the purchase of two calculators. 

• Request in JMS budget process in December. Also appropriate for an Education Foundation 
grant proposal. 

1. Amanda Leamon – Replace chorus chalkboard with one that has pre-painted 
music bars, etc. 

2. John Beard: Scientific scale, two new microscopes 

• Appropriate for an outside grant application, but not the Education Foundation. 

1. John Goodlaxin – A digital marquis sign for the front of the school (like the high 
school's) to replace the current signage. 

• The PTO agreed to assist with the following ideas/requests: 
1. Christy Munsey – Wal-Mart gift cards (to purchase small goodies for teachers and 

students when needed for morale). Tina Brady will pursue requesting that Wal-
Mart donate some gift cards for this purpose. 

2. Lexie Scott – List of supplies. Jessica moved to approve $200; Tina seconded; 
approved. 

3. Lexie Scott – Mobile Book Library requesting donations of books to provide for 
students over the summer. The PTO will help publicize. Ms. Scott will collect the 
books, and Esther Parish will deliver them to the organizers. 
 

Note: With the new BYOD program in place, a request for an iPad to document student 
performances was considered moot. 
 
Carrie Swigert presented the following funding requests for review: 
 

1. Brian Smith: 7th Grade Geography Bee prize gift cards. This is a new request. Jessica 
suggested requesting a donation from Chick-fil-a. After discussion, PTO members 
decided to request additional information. PTO received additional information and 
subsequently approved this request. 



2. John Harris: Landscaping supplies from Home Depot for improving the front sign. 
Approval moved by Tina, seconded by Carolyn; approved. 

3. Counselors: Family Resource Center requests funding for: Food, Thanksgiving baskets, 
business envelopes, 100 stamps, Christmas baskets. Jessica moved to approve, Kelly 
seconded; approved. 

4. Mike Murphy: Frogs for dissecting. Tina moved to approve, seconded; approved. 
5. Sharon Cousins (nurse): Needs PTO assistance in requesting donations of 3-5 oz. cups, 

hydrogen peroxide, and lozenges (menthol and other). 
 

In his school update, Principal Phil Cox provided a technology update. He summarized the 
BYOD experience thus far, with some teachers using the devices and others not. Only three 
devices have been broke. There have also been a few issues regarding the appropriate use of 
social media and other programs/apps.  
 
Cameras should be installed at four outside doors, which were open 6am-10pm in the past, but 
will now be locked at all times. Staff members use their IDs to access the building, while 
students may use the cards only for food and checking out books in the library. When they need 
access to the building, they are with a staff member. A new wide-angle camera is being installed 
for the front door to give a better view of people requesting to come in. The phone system will be 
used to buzz people in. Several new cameras are being installed (parking lot, gym, cafeteria). 
 
Once the Board of Education elections are concluded, the school will submit additional 
technology proposals for review and approval. We also need to get parents to the school for 
some technology training. Developing videos for parents to reinforce expectations and educate 
parents. Moving forward with Digital Citizenship: Want the JMS culture to stay positive, so 
we’re doing the right things…teaching students how to use the devices. Starting to look at dates 
tomorrow. 
 
The school is taking a proactive approach to safety. Looking at possible lock down 
situations/plans. Officer Swigert conducted armed intruder training. The scheduling process, 
which usually starts in the late spring, will begin in January next year. RTI2 (Response to 
Instruction and Intervention) is a state law and is doing a great job at JMS of addressing our at-
risk population. Not just low SES, all kids struggling in the classroom. 
 
Ms. Whipple talked about the feeling of family at JMS and the importance of having 
conversations with children about safety when using technology, etc. Talk with them about 
talking openly with teachers, counselors. Approach every situation from a position of confidence 
(i.e., even if something bad happens, they’re still okay). Remind them that sometimes someone 
could have helped if they got help from an adult. Staff members at JMS are committed to your 
child’s safety and to having the best learning environment possible. 
 
Parents need to let Mr. Cox know immediately if they see something inappropriate or that might 
endanger a child’s safety or health, even if out of school….even if just overheard. Email him 
directly. They look into it. He appreciates the communication. 
 
A request was made for topics/items for discussion at the PTA-PTO Council this year. 



  
The following volunteer positions are still open for 2014-15  

o PTO Secretary 
o Spring Book Fair Co-chair (task of coordinating volunteers) 
o PTO Parliamentarian 

 
We will continue to meet in the evening through December in hopes that working parents are 
able to attend the meetings. For the December meeting, we will send a Skylert and a reminder 
email earlier. The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: December 16th at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Heather Hartman 

 


