
PTO Meeting Minutes 
JMS Library 

August 26, 2014 
 

 
Attending: Tina Brady, Kathy Brown, Phil Cox, Heather Hartman, Emily Haverkamp, Carolyn 
Lindsley, Hai Ah Nam, Jennifer Ogle, Kelly Sample, Jessica Steed, Carrie Swigert, and 
Stephanie Wright. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by PTO President Heather Hartman. She welcomed 
the parents and teachers and introduced the 2014-15 PTO officers & committee chairs in 
attendance. 
 
Treasurer Jessica Steed delivered the Treasurer’s Report with an ending balance last year of 
$6,683.60, and presented a budget for the 2014-15 year. Last year, the PTO came in $3,000 
under budget. The new PTO officers will need to sign a signature card at TN Bank in Oak Ridge 
at their convenience. After brief discussion, Tina Brady moved to approve the budget, and 
Carolyn Lindsley seconded; the budget was approved. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
Tina Brady reported for the Hospitality Committee. The beginning of the year event went well. 
This year, there were not many in-kind donations (supplies) from Hospitality Committee 
members. 
 
JMS Librarian Emily Haverkamp reported briefly on this year’s Book Fair. We are planning to 
offer online sales, again, this year. Everything is on schedule for the fall sale. 
 
Carolyn Lindsley said she has been trying to decide when to do the Direct Drive fundraiser.  
Kelly Sample suggested after fall break. A note will be sent home on October 24th, and collection 
will begin on October 27th through the week. The following week, she will be tabulating the 
homeroom class participation, and will schedule a donut party for a winning class in each grade. 
The teacher with highest participation will receive a gift card. Carolyn said she will need 
volunteers during the collection week. Next year, Carolyn will step down as fundraising chair, 
but will continue to do health screenings with the school nurse. 
 
New Business  
Carrie Swigert presented submitted the following requests from teachers:  

• Emily Haverkamp:  
1. DVD Order. Hai Ah moved to approve, Carrie seconded; approved. 
2. Knoxville News-Sentinel. Hai Ah moved to approve, Carrie seconded; approved. 
3. 8th grade Social Studies Tennessee History for Kids Booklets. Tina moved to 

approve, Jessica seconded; approved. 
• Kevin Webb – Language & Teddy Roosevelt Magazines. Jessica moved to approve, 

Carolyn seconded; approved. 
• Jim Dodson – Clay; Carrie moved to approve, Kelly seconded; approved. 



• John Beard – Wilderness Connections; Carrie moved to approve, Carolyn seconded; 
approved. 

• Jill Williford – Jr. Scholastic Magazines – Should be able to get through Book Fair 
money; Emily says we might not be able. Tina moved to inquire with Scholastic re: 
purchasing magazine with proceeds from the book fair, Hai Ah seconded; approved. 

• Rosa Faulkner – Math Club registration in Regional, State, National math competitions; 
Carrie moved to approve, Tina seconded; approved. 

• Sample – Scholastic Magazine Que Tal. Jessica moved to approve, Carrie seconded; 
approved. 

• Dorothy Fairs – More information is needed on t-shirts requested. Jessica moved to 
approve the purchase of girls underwear from Wal-Mart not to exceed $60, Carrie 
seconded; approved. 

• TOTAL approved at the meeting: $2,310.51 
 

  
Other New Business:  
Tina Brady introduced the topic of helping with the Student Council’s Box Tops Fundraiser. We 
are asked to help with communication to students and parents. They will be collected in 
homeroom several days this year, and the first collection will be September 19th. The winning 
class wins a breakfast. Parents are requested to help with accounting. We will have a collection 
box at the Open House. 
 
Kelly Sample introduced the request from Felicia Story to take over the Board of Education 
breakfast. After discussion, it was decided that the PTO would give the $100 previously 
approved in this year’s budget; the school will coordinate the breakfast. 
 
“State of the School” from Principal Phil Cox 
Principal Cox thanked everyone for flexibility in meeting times, as the goal is to get more 
parents involved. We need more parents in here, particularly for the students who are struggling. 
Next meeting, it would be a good idea to send out a Skyward Alert message and email reminder.  
 
RTI was introduced this year, plus some technology issues delayed scheduling this year. Better 
flow going with schedule; met with all teams last week. Already identifying struggling students. 
Expects to have schedule done VERY early next year.  
 
They’re making progress on busing situation and appreciate parents’ patience and flexibility. If 
you see anything safety-wise, please do let him know.  
 
They’re working on getting high school credit for students taking Spanish, World Language, and 
Math. The proposal must go to the Board of Education for approval, which could happen this 
year. 
 
Regarding technology, the school will look different in the spring. The 7th grade will have two 
classrooms of new Steelcase furniture designed for technology and group work. The 1:1 
initiative is not a “cure-all”; however, enough staff use it to make a difference. The 



administration is approaching the initiative in a sensitive manner and may conduct a survey of 
parents a couple of weeks after implementation. 
 
Teacher observations began this week (nine have been completed). Seeing great outcomes! 
 
Parent meetings will be coming at the end of this grading period. We will offer a parent night to 
explain BYOD and send issues via email. This year, it is not optional. 
 
Tina suggested reaching parents when they are already at the school for other events (e.g., band 
concerts). Jessica added sporting events. 
 
Parents expressed concerns about the safety of the outside stairs in science wing. That issue was 
submitted in on a work order, per the prescribed procedure. Principal Cox will follow up with 
another email expressing parent concerns from this meeting.  
 
Chess Club leadership has been in flux. Ms. Faulkner volunteered to lead, if a parent will also 
participate. Emily covers supervising players in mornings; and in the afternoon, the library is 
also open to them. Tina agreed to solicit parents for leadership. Jessica announced that 
competitions for math club and chess club conflict (and Ms. Faulkner leads the math club). Tina 
agreed to pursue the process to be approved as the parent leader. 
 
Spectra Recycling is the new recycling vendor. As of this date, there is no district pooling. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Heather Hartman 
Interim Secretary 


